
selmanlaw.com

Gregg Thornton is a Partner in Selman Breitman’s San Francisco office. He
is Chair of the firm’s Public Entity group and a member of the firm’s
Commercial Litigation, General Liability, and Product Liability practice
groups. He represents public and private individuals and entities in a wide-
range of matters, emphasizing municipal liability defense, employment,
Americans with Disabilities Act, and business litigation. Gregg also serves
as general counsel to a number of public entities and private businesses in
the San Francisco Bay Area. Additionally, he also has extensive experience
defending insureds in disputes that involve third-party claims.

With decades-long experience in general liability and with public entities
Gregg is able to easily evaluate complex issues, as well as to investigate
and defend claims, starting at the government tort claim stage, through trial
and on appeal. He works closely with clients, city attorneys, city managers
and city councils to manage their risk, to anticipate and avoid problems
when possible, and to solve the problems that cannot be avoided.

Gregg has been responsible for several published opinions before the
California Supreme Court and the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals, including
the critical case of Taus v. Loftus (2007) 40 Cal. 4th 683 (scholarly research,
calling into question the accuracy of a claim of recovery of repressed
memory, was conduct in furtherance of free speech within meaning of anti-
SLAPP statute).

Gregg is called upon by Clients, PARMA (Public Agency Risk Managers
Association) and ABAG (Association of Bay Area Governments) to give
presentations on various subject matters relating to a wide-variety of topics,
including those specifically relating to best practices, dangerous conditions
of public property, roadway design, detention and arrest, search and
seizure, use of force, including not only the defenses to such claims, but
also applicable legislatively created immunities. He has been given the top
rating of "AV Preeminent" by the Martindale-Hubbell publication, and has
also been selected for inclusion on the list of Northern California Super
Lawyers (2013-2018), along with many other accolades.

Originally from Stanford, California, Gregg attended high school and college
in the East Bay, and presently resides in Oakland, California, with his wife
Mary. When not helping clients with their legal needs, he spends time
involved in community activities. Currently, as a past president of the Big C
Society at the University of California, Berkeley, he serves on its Executive
Committee and Board of Directors.
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