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Rachel Hobbs is a Partner in Selman Breitman’s Los Angeles office and is a
member of the firm’s Insurance practice group. Rachel represents insurance
companies in a wide array of trial and appellate court matters, including
cases arising out of business, entertainment, and construction disputes and
catastrophic commercial auto losses. Rachel’s clients include large and mid-
size insurance companies that operate throughout the Western Region of
the United States.

Rachel’s extensive experience with nearly all facets of insurance law provides
her with a unique ability to handle large, multi-party coverage disputes. She
has successfully defended a number of class actions against insurers
alleging unlawful and/or unfair claims practices under Business &
Professions Code section 17200. Rachel's practice focuses on complex law
and motion and appeals, and she is a senior member of the firm's Writs and
Appeals department. Over the years, she has played an important role in
developing and refining insurance law at the appellate level. She has
obtained over 15 published insurance law decisions in the Courts of Appeal,
California Supreme Court, and Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. These cases
involved key issues ranging from an insurer's right to reimbursement of
defense costs paid but never owed, to the confidentiality of intra-corporate
claims handling communications.

Among Rachel's published decisions are Insua v. Scottsdale Ins. Co. (2002)
129 Cal.Rptr.2d 138 (insurer is not responsible for voluntary, pre-tender
payments irrespective of whether it can demonstrate substantial
prejudice); Zurich American Ins. Co. v. Superior Court (Watts) (2007) 155
Cal.App.4th 1485 (attorney-client privilege applies to insurer's intra-
corporate communications reflecting legal advice); Scottsdale Ins. Co. v. M.V.
Transportation (2005) 36 Cal.4th 643 (insurer is entitled to full
reimbursement of defense costs paid under a reservation of rights but never
owed); Najah v. Scottsdale Ins. Co. (2014) 230 Cal.App.4th 125 (second
mortgage holders who made a "full credit bid" to buy the insured property
at a foreclosure sale thereby extinguished their insurable interest and were
not entitled to coverage for alleged vandalism).

Rachel is called upon by trial attorneys within and outside of the firm to
provide consultation concerning complex appellate issues of all types. She
has given presentations to other attorneys regarding persuasive brief
writing at the trial and appellate court levels. In addition, she has been
recognized as a Super Lawyer in the area of Appellate Law from 2013-2017
and 2019-2021.
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